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SHIPP, Albert 
 
Private, 18503  
Army Cyclists Corps 
formerly No 22, Army Cyclists Corps 
formerly 1694, 5th Suffolks  
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Monday, 13th January 1919 
Died of Illness  
Cemetery: Haverhill 
Aged 26 years 
 
Albert Shipp was born in 1892, and like his father and grandfather before him, he 
was born in Haverhill.   
 
His grandfather, Henry Shipp, had married Harriet Loveday, a straw plaiter from Little 
Wratting in 1857, and by 1881 they were living in Upper Puddlebrook, Haverhill, with 
their seven children.  Four of the sons had become agricultural labourers like their 
father.  One of them was Mark Shipp, Henry and Harriet’s third child, born in 1865. 
 
In 1890 Albert’s father, Mark married a neighbour’s daughter, Alice Jobson, and the 
couple moved in with her parents. In 1891, Henry Shipp’s family was living at 25 
Upper Puddlebrook, while Mr. and Mrs. Mark Shipp lodged with the Jobsons at 
number 26.   
 
Mark and Alice had four children by 1901, the eldest of whom was Albert.  They now 
had a home of their own.  Their first three children, Albert, Lydia and Ernest, were 
born at 108 Burton End between 1892 and 1896, and a fourth child Edward was born 
after they moved to number 116.  By 1911 they were living in three rooms at number 
128 with three more children, Henry, Annie and William. The two eldest sons had 
followed in the male family tradition of farm labouring, while the eldest daughter 
earned money “charring.”  All of them were still living at home. 
 
Albert joined the Army Cyclist Corps on 27th January 1913, which means he was a 
member of the Territorial Force.  Nine cyclist battalions had been formed when the 
Territorials were established, including the 6th (Cyclist) Battalion Suffolk Regiment 
and the 8th (Cyclist) Battalion Essex Regiment. Albert joined the Suffolk Regiment as 
Private 1694. Lighter, quieter and logistically easier to support than horses, the 
cyclist battalions were intended for reconnaissance and communication work.  At the 
outbreak of war most of them remained in England on coastal defence, but others 
were posted abroad as divisional mounted troops.  Each division of the British army 
had a Divisional Cyclist Company.  For example, the 12th Divisional Cyclist 
Company was part of the 12th (Eastern) Division. However, the terrain of the 
Western Front proved unsuitable for bicycles and by the middle of 1916 most of the 
companies had been assigned to infantry duties. 
 
On 1st May 1915 Albert transferred to the Army Cyclists Corps and was posted to 
the Mediterranean Expeditionary Force on 29th July 1917, arriving in Alexandria on 
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9th August and Mudros on 11th. He served in Gallipoli from then until December 
1915. From there he served in Egypt, at first attached to A.C. HQ signals Coy, Royal 
Engineers. He began to suffer ill health in 1916 with attacks of malaria followed by 
pleurisy. His discharge records show several admissions to various hospitals in 
Cairo and Alexandria until he was finally diagnosed with tuberculosis in Alexandria 
No.19 General Hospital on 6th  June 1918.  
 
On 25th he embarked at Alexandria aboard HMHS Kalyan. At Hounslow on 20th  
September 1918 he was discharged as no longer fit for war service. He was then 
recorded as being 26 years 4 months old, 5 feet 9 inches tall and a chest 
measurement of 32.5" to 34.5". He had brown eyes and hair. His civilian occupation 
was noted as farm labourer and prior to enlistment he had been employed by H.P. 
Cross at Hazel Stubb Farm, Haverhill. His intended address on discharge was 
Burton End, Haverhill.  
 
Albert was awarded a silver war badge #B.11218 in addition to three campaign 
medals. The silver war badge was awarded to soldiers discharged under King’s 
Regulations as a result of wounds or ill health.   

 

 
 
Albert died nearly 
four months later 
on 13th  January 
1919, aged 26.  
 
 
 

 
 
Albert was buried in Haverhill cemetery. 
 
Right: Albert’s grave in Haverhill cemetery 

 
 


